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“When you find out that your child has cancer, your blood 
runs cold. But, it turns out, there is something worse —  
the war.

Until recently, Hrysha had been receiving treatment  
for blood cancer at the Kyiv Regional Oncology Center  
for the last six months. He had been provided with 
necessary medical care and support from the Foundation. 
One day we woke up because of the sound of explosions. 
Because of the abrupt invasion of the Russian army,  
we were unable to continue treatment at home in Ukraine.”

Valeria, Hrysha’s mother

Our wards’ lives and the lives of every Ukrainian have been divided into “before”  
and “after” on February 24, 2022. Therefore, this report consists of two parts.  
The first one tells about Tabletochki’s work before the full-scale invasion of the 
Russian army in Ukraine, and the second one is about our work during the war.

Hrysha, 18 months old,  
Irpin
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In the first quarter of 2022, Tabletochki 
had many plans: to expand the healthcare 
professionals’ abroad internship program 
with an emphasis on team training, continue 
developing bone marrow transplants program 
in the regions, and launch a junior group  
of psychosocial rehabilitation for cancer 
winners. We managed to implement some  
of our plans and are grateful to everyone  
who supported children and their families — 
our donors, partners, and volunteers.

Thanks to you, the first part of the report 
is filled with smiles of children, photos 
of the opening of the Clinic of Pediatric 
Oncology and Bone Marrow Transplantation, 
celebrations and different events in the 
departments, and news from the professional 
development program for healthcare workers.

Thank you for being with children and giving 
them the strength to fight cancer!

 Katya, 9 years old, 
Kyiv
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Cost structure

Children received aid worth $631,206

$631,206

From January 1 to February 24, you have donated $667,669 to help children. 
Thank you!

$70,922 indirect costs, namely:

 $31,914 fundraising costs

 $19,504 administrative costs

 $19,504 communications costs
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$326,241 targeted assistance, of which: 

 $141,844 medicines from abroad

$187,943 assistance to the ward units 

$10,638 professional development  

 of healthcare workers 

$24,823 psychosocial support

$10,638 children with cancer rights protection

52%

30%

1,5%

4%

1,5%

22%

1,5%

1,5%



Tabletochki. Report for the 1st quarter 2022 5

Superfriends are donors who regularly contribute 
to the systemic fight against childhood cancer 
in Ukraine. Their monthly donations are 
automatically withdrawn from their cards.  
Easy for donors, priceless for children.

In just two days of the National Charitable Radio 
Marathon run on Radio NV and dedicated to the 
International Childhood Cancer Day, thousands  
of people have subscribed #toTabletochki.  
The amount of their monthly assistance  
to children is $8,511.

And the campaign partner ALLO added another 
$9,220 to the first donations.

We are infinitely grateful to everyone who 
became a superfriend. Your regular help is 
invaluable. Many thanks to Radio NV and ALLO. 
For the second year in a row, you talk loudly 
about childhood cancer and help children fight 
the disease.

In two days, the children 
got a thousand  
new superfriends

Diomyd, 3 years old, 
Zaporizhzhya 



Tabletochki. Report for the 1st quarter 2022 6

Despite the illness, children remain children, and it is crucial to help 
them maintain a sincere children’s faith in miracles. Meeting celebrities 
and receiving dream gifts provide children with positive emotions, 
which are essential for fighting cancer and prove that dreams come 
true and childhood continues.

In January and early February, there were bright hospital discharges 
of our wards

Three-year-old Maria from Kyiv has been fighting blood cancer  
for a year now. Long-term treatment in the oncohematology unit gave 
noticeable results, so the girl was allowed to return home.

Maria likes fairytale princesses. On her last day at the hospital, 
princess Elsa (Frozen) visits Maria to congratulate the brave girl  
on her hospital discharge.

Maria was happy to meet her favorite character. She also received  
a cake with edible princesses on it. Maria was excited and chewed  
a little sugar Snow White.

The girl had gone through the long way of grueling treatment  
with you. Thank you for being with children like Maria!

Child Life in Hospitals

Maria,  
3 years 
old, Kyiv
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Oleksandr Usyk, a professional boxer and 
a world champion meet children treated 
in pediatric oncology units of Okhmatdyt 
Children’s Hospital 

The children had fun trying on Oleksandr’s 
championship belt, laughing, listening  
to the boxer’s advice, and asking him 
many questions. He talked a lot about 
believing in yourself and having faith in your 
capabilities. He wished children and parents 
to remain strong and courageous. And most 
importantly, he set the mood for victory  
in the battle with the disease, where cancer  
is knocked out, and the children are 
champions.

Thank you, Oleksandr, for the inspiring 
conversations with children and their families!

Oleksandr with patients of 
Okhmatdyt pediatric oncology units
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Love is…

On February 14, thematic events dedicated  
to Valentine’s Day occurred at the Kyiv 
Regional Oncology Center and the 
Okhmatdyt Children’s Hospital.

The children made “valentines” for their 
beloved ones. There was also a photo booth 
where children could take photos and send 
them to those they especially missed during 
an extended stay in the hospital.

AROMA KAVA, a long-time partner of the 
Foundation, provided children, parents, and 
healthcare workers with hot drinks and sweets 
to create a warm atmosphere. Thank you, 
friends!

Our ward Yeva with 
her mother, Olya
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Psychosocial 
Rehabilitation

In February, we launched the communication 
cancer winners’ club junior group

In 2021, more and more brave children 
who overcame cancer joined the teenage 
communication club “Barrel of Lemonade.” 
The age difference between the oldest  
and youngest participants has been steadily 
increasing, so in 2022 Tabletochki launched  
a junior group for children aged 9–12.

Fifteen children registered and attended  
the first session. While the children got 
acquainted and played games, their parents 
talked over coffee and shared experiences. 
Support is essential for families who have gone 
through the fight against childhood cancer  
in psychosocial adaptation to everyday life.

Participants received symbolic gifts  
on the occasion of joining the club
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In January, Severyn Ferneza, an oncologist  
at the Western Ukrainian Specialized Children’s 
Medical Center, underwent an internship at two 
Acıbadem Healthcare Group clinics in Istanbul.

He had training at the Department of Pediatric 
Oncology — he was present at rounds, 
outpatient clinics, and discussions of the 
treatment strategy of each patient. Later,  
he joined the Department of Hematology and 
Bone Marrow Transplantation team. Dr. Ferneza 
also visited the Acıbadem Healthcare Group 
laboratory, where patients’ stem cells  
and populations of cells are cultivated  
and prepared for the treatment.

As Dr. Ferneza and a team of his Lviv colleagues 
were preparing to launch bone marrow 
transplants in Lviv, the internship was beneficial 
both from the clinical and organizational 
perspectives.

Professional 
Development Program 
for Healthcare Workers

Dr. Severyn Ferneza,  
with Turkish colleagues
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On the International Day of a Child with Cancer, February 15, the Clinic 
of Pediatric Oncology and Bone Marrow Transplantation clinic opened 
at the Western Ukrainian Specialized Children’s Medical Center in Lviv!

It is a significant step forward in developing the field of pediatric 
oncology in Ukraine. Children in the western region, who previously 
had to go for a bone marrow transplant in Kyiv or abroad, will receive 
comprehensive treatment closer to home.

The clinic’s establishment became possible thanks to the efforts 
and cooperation of the authorities, local governments, charitable 
foundations, a team of healthcare professionals, and parents  
of patients. And thanks to all of you.

$354,610 contributed by Tabletochki’s donors has become  
an invaluable help for the clinic and its children with cancer.  
The clinic was about to open its doors for the first patients in March.

But the war drastically changed plans, vanishing the achievements  
of the last 30 years of pediatric oncology in Ukraine and endangering 
the fragile lives of children with cancer.

Opening of the Clinic of Pediatric 
Oncology and Bone Marrow 
Transplantation in Lviv
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On February 23, thirteen-year-old Kyrylo from 
the Dnipro region was diagnosed with cancer. 
It seemed that there could be no worse news. 
But the morning of the 24th has come. 

Kyrylo was undergoing chemotherapy to the 
sound of sirens and regularly went down to 
the basement of the hospital’s bomb shelter 
because of the air raid siren’s warnings.  
The cold and moldy basement simultaneously 
was a protection from Russian bombs and  
a threat to a boy with no immunity. Kyrylo 
was weakened by chemotherapy, and his 
pregnant mother carried him in her arms 
down from the fifth floor to the basement 
every time there was a siren.

The war that Russia started has been steadily 
reducing the chances of hundreds of children 
like Kyrylo winning the battle with cancer.

A full-scale invasion in Ukraine has changed 
the plans of the Tabletochki Foundation,  
but not our primary aim to help.

To help Mariyka from an occupied village near 
Mariupol, who needs a routine examination 
and medication.
To help Danylo from the Sumy region, whose 
mother learned to do chemotherapy on her 
own in the basement of their house.
To help Katya from Kyiv, who has to undergo 
the last block of chemotherapy.

Two Wars: with Childhood 
Cancer and Russia

To help Dima from Chernihiv, who needs 
palliative care.

And to help hundreds of children like them. 

Since the beginning of the war, the 
Foundation has joined the global initiative 
SAFER Ukraine, specializing in the medical 
evacuation of children with cancer  
to the world’s leading hospitals. Also, it has 
expanded its activity on urgent projects  
of medical and humanitarian help alongside 
providing financial and psychological support 
to families of children with cancer — either  
in Ukraine or abroad.
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Since the first days of the war, the Tabletochki 
Foundation has evacuated children. More 
than 800 children received Foundation’s help 
with evacuation, including children deprived 
of parental care who are not Foundation’s 
wards. Supporting children with cancer  
and their families, alongside evacuating  
them from Ukraine to European and North 
American countries to continue their 
treatment, remains Tabletochki’s priority.

“We had a vision that every child has  
to receive treatment in Ukraine. Now we have  
a vision that every Ukrainian child has 
to receive treatment”.

 
Roman Kizyma, oncologist, the Head of the 

Oncology and Bone Marrow Transplant Clinic 
in Lviv, opened on February 15

“The Convoys of Life”
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Even after 12 hours of travel, 
children find reasons to be happy
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Since the war began, the clinic in Lviv has 
become a key center for children with cancer 
from all over Ukraine. Children are brought 
here to stabilize their health condition and 
receive emergency help before leaving abroad: 
first, to the Unicorn Triage Center in Poland 
and to hospitals in other countries later.

The first convoy of buses, accompanied by 
police and ambulance, left Ukraine on March 1. 
These “convoys of life” helped more than  
400 children fighting cancer evacuate with 
their families (mothers, fathers, grandmothers, 
and siblings). 

Inna Alanbusi, the specialist of the 
Foundation’s program Childhood in Hospitals”, 
meets children at the Polish Unicorn Center. 
Together with her son and daughter, she 
escaped the shelling and left Ukraine with  
the first convoy. Inna stayed in the Center  
to morally support the arriving families.

 
“I can hug them, listen to them. Later, these 
families send cheerful videos from the 
hospitals where they are staying. It inspires 
me”, — says Inna.

Hundreds of people in Ukraine, Poland, the USA, and other countries 
work on weekends and without sleep to keep children safe and 
continue their treatment in the world’s leading medical centers. 

We thank our partners: St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital, St. Jude 
Global, International Society of Paediatric Oncology (SIOP), Fundacja 
Herosi, the Government of Poland, as well as Ukrainian and international 
partners and volunteers who have been doing everything possible  
for two months to prevent Ukrainian children with cancer from 
interrupting treatment. 
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In the first days of the war, the Tabletochki Foundation, 
alongside Foundation’s partners, fulfilled the food needs  
of Okhmatdyt Children’s Hospital and Kyiv Regional 
Oncology Center.

This is the support for children, parents, and medical staff 
who, despite everything, continue another war —  
with cancer and other diseases!

We thank Agro&Industrial Holding MHP, Hlibozavod  
10 Trading House, ATB-Market, METRO UA, Epicenter K, 
Auchan Ukraine, IDS Borjomi Ukraine, Egersund Seafood, 
ALLO, Darnytsia Pharmaceutical Company, Enzym, Nova 
Poshta, and Uni Trade Group for free goods and logistics 
services.

Some children continue their treatment in Ukraine.  
This is why the Foundation financially supports oncology 
centers and doctors. Being the temporary hub during the 
children’s evacuation abroad, Western Ukrainian Specialized 
Children’s Medical Center in Lviv received help in developing 
infrastructure and equipment. 

We thank partners and donors who keep helping children!

Supporting Those  
Who are in Ukraine
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“Kyiv is my home. I was born here, and I live 
here. I decided to stay at home and try  
to be helpful. The best I can do is to be with 
children.

Severe diseases have not disappeared, and 
children still need treatment. The nationwide 
struggle against the aggressor has been 
added to their fight against the disease. 
Children, parents, and doctors now really 
need emotional support and a little joy. Today, 
my place is here, in the hospital, next to 
them”.

Olya Bulkina, the medical clown called Boo

Since the first days of the war, Olya, who 
leads the Foundation’s medical clowns team, 
has been in Okhmatdyt Children’s Hospital. 

The clown Boo at Okhmatdyt 
Children’s Hospital, March 2022

Moments of Joy
in the Darkest Times

Apart from the usual “clown’s duties,” she helps deliver the food  
and medicines to the hospital and organizes different events  
to keep everyone in the mood.

Thus, the traditional Beauty Days in the departments reappeared. 
Today, they are relevant for children, parents, and medical workers,  
as they have been living in the hospital for the last two months. 

We thank volunteers for their work and incredible support,  
which today is priceless!
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Psychological Assistance 
for Ward Families

Since the beginning of Russia’s full-scale 
invasion, 12 psychologists who are constantly 
cooperating with the Foundation have 
provided crisis psychological assistance  
for our wards and their families online:  
in Ukraine, abroad, and on temporarily 
occupied territories. Iryna Alekseeva, 
Tabletochki’s Senior Psychosocial Support 
Program Specialist, coordinates their work. 

When the war broke out, psychologist Olga 
Severuk supported children and parents  
at the Okhmatdyt Children’s Hospital bomb 
shelter. She even helped to organize  
the celebrations of the wards’ birthdays.  
Olga lived in the hospital, supporting children  
in the departments, including the wounded 
ones, their parents, and the medical staff. 

Today the team is focused on supporting 
families evacuated abroad. 

One of their challenges is adapting to the 
new environment and the language barrier. 
Psychologists provide individual sessions 
online with parents and children  
in 13 countries. 

Teenagers from Tabletochki’s cancer winners 
club keep in touch online. Psychologists help 
them understand what they may feel now  
and how to handle it. 

Art therapy sessions that positively affect 
mental health were also resumed. There are 
now two groups: one for children and another 
for parents.

When a child passes, the family needs 
exceptional support, especially today.  
The adult and child psychologists support  
the Foundation’s palliative care program 
families, helping them cope with their loss. 

Support groups for parents in grief also 
continue their work. Sharing experience and 
support are their primary tasks. Many families 
that met each other in sessions before 
are friends now. So apart from specialists’ 
psychological assistance, families get mutual 
support. 

We are incredibly grateful to psychologists 
for their professionalism, dedication, and 
kind hearts. And we thank donors for the 
opportunity to provide such help to each 
family that needs it!
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Urgent Medical and
Humanitarian Help

Thanks to partnerships with other 
organizations, the Tabletochki Foundation 
has expanded its activity on urgent projects 
of medical and humanitarian help.

We provided $149,487 to help front-line 
hospitals and a military hospital. 
 
Mainly, we bought wheelchairs, food,  
and medicines. 

Tabletochki helped charitable foundations 
“Enjoying Life,” “Help Ukraine.center”, and 
Andriy Shabanov’s charitable initiative 
“You Are Not Alone” purchase insulin, 
L-thyroxine, anticoagulants, and medicines 
for patients with cardiac problems  
for $120,406. 

The initiatives of Army SOS and Tata Kepler 
were supported financially to purchase 

2,000 first-aid kits for the military  
for $206,777. 

The Foundation continues to help hospitals, 
provide targeted assistance, and stay with 
those who need help.

We thank partners, volunteers, and donors 
for your generous support!



All 37 employees of the Foundation continue 
to work. Someone has gained additional 
responsibilities, whereas someone volunteers 
in other areas besides the job. Our outpatient 
housing specialist, Margaryta Sklyanychenko, 
joined the Territorial Defence Forces (TDF)  
on February 24.

“It was the only answer to “What to do?”.  
The first week I took up positions on the site 
where we were based with a weapon on my 
shoulder and an inner readiness to shoot.  
Later, I coordinated volunteer assistance  
for my battalion to provide it with medicines,  
military supplies, equipment, and food”. 

When Margaryta’s grandmother, who lives near 
Okhtyrka (Sumy region), got health issues, 
Margaryta left TDF to bring her medicine and take 
care of her. During her stay there, she supported 
locals and the military of the 93rd Mechanized 
Brigade. 

Now Margaryta has returned to work at the 
Foundation and continues to help the military. 

We are proud of Margaryta and each member  
of our team, who keeps doing everything possible 
to reach our primary aim — to ensure that  
no Ukrainian child dies from cancer.

Margaryta Sklyanychenko on the Obolon 
embankment next to her house

 The Foundation’s team
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Cost structure

From February 24 to March 31,  
you helped Ukraine for $698,819

$70,478 Evacuation of children and families

$39,032 Financial support for evacuated ward families

$25,375 Help for the Foundation’s wards in Ukraine

$18,432 Infrastructure and equipment of hospitals

$12,522 Financial support for the medical staff

$5,282 Psychological support

$1,324 Rent of outpatient housing

$206,777 Military first-aid kits

$149,487 Supplies for hospitals 
 during wartime

$120,406 Medicines during wartime

$49,703 The Foundation’s maintenance

 costs
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$698,819

800 children and families received 
help with the evacuation

96 families received
financial support 

25 medical workers received 
financial support

During this period, donors in Ukraine transferred $246,113. The Foundation also  
received the equivalent of $594,772 from foreign companies and the equivalent  
of $700,737 from the foreigners on the international Global Giving platform.
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Kostya, 6 years, 
Kyiv

We can win wars with Russia 
and with pediatric cancer  

only together!

Let’s unite for victory!

https://tabletochki.org/dopomogty/?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=qr_textlink&utm_campaign=report-4-2021

